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Church Journals Greet Russian Orthodox Application 


(Geneva) - Several European journals have greeted the announcement of the 
application of the Russian Orthodox Church for membership in the World 
Council of Churches as a major step forward in the ecumenical movement. 


Editorials in publications in Germany, France, Switzerland and 
England have forecast the new relationship would foster Christian fellow- 
ship across political divisions and enrich the life of the World Council 
and its member churches. 


However, several journals tempered the enthusiasm of their reactions 
with words of caution that the Russian Church's membership would cause 
delicate problems for the international body. Action on the application 
is expected to be taken in an early session of the World Council's Third 
Assembly, November 18 - December 6, in New Delhi, India. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, writing in Sonntagsblatt, of which he 
is editor, described the application as "one of the most important events 
in the history of ecumenical relationships". He wrote: 


"Tt is to be hoped that the (WCC's) member churches will welcome the 
Russian Church into the great world fellowship of the Church with a free 
Mesaruland a brotherly spirit.” 


"The rich heritage of dogma and especially of worship in the Russian 
Chur caweoula mean an lessential enrichment for the World Council." 
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Further, he said, its decades-long struggle to maintain its existence 
in a Marxist society could prove instructive for the experience of other 
churches. 


"The struggle with Marxism is one of the greatest and most difficult 


Spiritual problems of our age", he wrote. ‘The Russian Church has stood 
up to this conflict in its own way. it has had to maintain 2t6.feadtie er 
suffering and in witness. Other churches are bound to learn from such 


religious experiences and may perhaps even be blessed wy them." 


Christ und Welt, an independent weekly published in Stuttgart, said 
that the application could not have been made without the consent of the 
Kremlin and interpreted this to mean that Premier Khrushchev "is planning 
to hold fast to co-existence with the West, and accepts it also in the 
church sphere". 


"it speaks in favour of the Russian Church", it said, "that aware of 
its isolation in the Soviet Union, it seizes a favourable moment to seek 
closer relations with other churches", 


The journal added that the World Council could not refuse to admit 
the Russian Church on religious grounds and that to do so for other 
reasons would result in "the formation of a sort of 'Oekumene! of eastern 
churches, resulting in even more drastic divisions of Christendom", 


The Evangelical Press Service, published in Bethel-Bielefeld, 
described the application as "a sign that the attitude of the Moscow 
Patriarchate to other churches has changed fundamentally during the last 
few years". 


"Within Orthodoxy as a whole", it wrote, "the rigid attitude 
concerning the question of unity and church union which has persisted for 
centuries is beginning to soften". 


In Switzerland, the weekly La Vie Protestante described the step as 
"a great event in the history of the Church", 


"The application from the Russian Church cannot be interpreted as a 


political move", it wrote. "The churches must accomplish their mission 
and make their decisions by 'seeking first the Kingdom of Heaven and its 
righteousness’, It is not for them to ask themselves whether these 


decisions are in accord with the instructions of the political powers. 
The aspiration towards Christian unity is of an entirely different order 
from !peaceful co-existence!", 


However, it cautioned, "membership of the Russian Church would make 
the World Council!s task more difficult, more delicate and involve greater 
responsibility. But its presence will undoubtedly prove an enrichment, 
provided the churches are willing to listen to one another". 


Le Semeur Vaudois, a weekly published by the Swiss National Church 
in the Canton of Vaud, warned that the Russian Church "might be tempted 
to make use of its new relationship in order to ensure the victory of 
certain claims made by Marxist materialism". 


However, it declared, "we have such confidence in the sincerity and 
consecration of Russian Christians that we regard this hypothesis as 
unthinkable". 
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In France, Father C.J. Dumont, director of the Istina Study Centre, 
near Paris, writing in La Croix, a Roman Catholic daily, said the appli- 
cation "will undoubtedly give rise to a lot of comments which, I fear, may 
not be entirely free from political or religious feelings". He continued: 


"It is quite clear that if the Soviet Government gives the Russian 
Church 'the green light! in the ecumenical sphere, it is because it 
expects this to consolidate 'peace! in the form that it envisages peace 
and with the advantages which it counts on deriving from it. But it is 
equally clear on the other hand that the Russian Church itself is inter- 
ested in membership in the WCC." 


Father Dumont predicted that the new relationship would undoubtedly 
influence the relationships of the Russian Orthodox Church with Rome. 


Viteis in the logic of things", he said, "that the entry of whe 
(Russian Orthodox) Patriarchate into the World Council will sooner or 
later bring in other Orthodox churches in Iron Curtain countries. L% 
would be equally logical, in our view, that it should influence the atti- 
tude of the Patriarchate towards Rome." 


The Paris daily Le Figaro which is widely read in Roman Catholic 
circles said that the application, if accepted, would mean that "the 
influence of the Orthodox Church would be considerably strengthened within 
the World Council of Churches". It paid tribute to the concern of 
Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Church for "mutual understanding among 
divided Christians" and for "peace among the nations on the basis of the 
Gospel", 


it said it is the general view in religious circles in Paris that 
the membership would enable the World Council to play an important role 
in reconciliation in the cold war. However, it added, “in these same 
circles people are fully aware that through its representatives the Church 
of Moscow has actively attacked the Roman Church during the last few 
months, accusing it of playing the game of the western powers". 


"But the members of the World Council do not approve of this attitude", 
it emphasized. "They do not seem prepared to support a policy of this 
kind (and) their relations with the representatives of the Roman Church, 
although on the unofficial level, have continued to develop harmoniously, 
especially since Pope John XXIII has established the Vatican Secretariat 
PoOreUnay ys | 


In London, The Christian World, a publication of the Congregational 
Union, said: "Nothing but good can come of the fact that Christians from 
either side of the Iron Curtain will now be meeting regularly for 
discussion of all sorts of problems". 


"T+ is a matter for much thanksgiving that in these matters there 
will not be two parallel bodies established, one for the West and one for 
the East, but that both will be members of the one body." 

EPS, Geneva 


Southern Presbyterians Reject Merger Proposals 


(Dallas) - The centennial General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the US (Southern) has rejected all proposals to discuss possible mergers 
with any denomination that is not in the Reformed or Presbyterian tradition. 
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At their final session here, commissioners also turned down a pro- 
posal to discuss union with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
(Northern). They took the action in adopting a report which noted that 
the latter body is contemplating a merger with denominations of different 
dogma and polity than that to which the Southern church is committed. 


(The United Presbyterian General Assembly, which will meet in Buffalo, 
New York, May 17-24, is expected to issue a formal invitation to the 
United Church of Christ and the Protestant Episcopal and Methodist churches 
to consider eventual merger. ) 


Harlier, commissioners of the Southern church were told that Presby- 
terians should be leaders in the ecumenical movement. 


This point was made clear by Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance, who noted that there is no conflict 
between the ecumenical movement and confessional loyalty. 


A similar note was sounded by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Fry said that every denomination is 
under an obligation to bring its own unique contributions to the ecumenical 
movement. But, he added, this does not require the churches to abandon 
their particular traditions. 


Dr. James I. McCord, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
observed that the Church is challenged with "developing a theology which 
is relevant to the problems of modern man", 


Contending that the Presbyterian Church is expressing its doctrinal 
beliefs in outmoded thought-forms, Dr. McCord said that although the 
Westminster Confession is a "glorious document", it has been made into 
"a legal instrument". 


"We can no longer discuss it from the floor of the assembly without 
turning 2t into a law", he said. 


"Theology has always been the glory of the Reformed tradition", he 
continued. "How could it be that such a tradition now finds itself 
virtually without a theology?" 


The assembly previously voted to accept a committee report which said 
the belief that God had elected some men to suffer everlasting death was 
not "an adequate statement of the Christian faith". Conservative members 
of the assembly objected strongly to the conclusions of the report. Dr. 
Aiken Taylor, editor of the independent Presbyterian Journal, declared: 

"T tremble at the consequences of such an action. We are going on record 
as calling our Confession un-Christian". 


In other matters, the retiring moderator, Dr. Marion A. Boggs of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, urged commissioners to implement the denomination's 
stand against "enforced segregation". 


Dr. Boggs, who is active in easing racial tensions in Little Rock, 
declared that what the South does about solving its race problem will 
have world-wide implications. He added that it is impossible to remain 
neutral on a question of "such far-reaching ethical implications". 
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The incoming moderator, Dr, Wallace M. Alston, president of Agnes 
scott College in Decatur, Georgia, also cited the need for the church to 
come to grips with the problem in the South which, he said, was "second 
only to that of the Union of South Africa'. 


Commissioners rejected a report urging the abolition of capital 
punishment. Dr. Alston contended that the Westminster Confession pro- 
vided for capital punishment, a view overwhelmingly upheld by the 
commissioners, although it was challenged from the floor. A report was 
then tabled which argued that, on Scriptural and humanitarian grounds, 
"capital punishment should not be retained". 


In an unexpected action, commissioners decided not to take a stand 


on Federal aid to private and parochial schools. They referred two 
resolutions opposing such assistance to a committee for further consid- 
eration. EPS, Geneva 


Church of England to Name Inter-Church Panel 


(London) - The Church of England is planning to renew conversations with 
the Church of Scotland on questions relating to union. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, told the 
Canterbury Convention last week that, in consultation with the Archbishop 
of York, he will appoint a panel comparable in size to the panel of 50 
persons appointed last year by the Church of Scotland to carry on inter- 
church discussions. 


Dr. Fisher said that so far six bishops, 42 clerics and 18. Lay peogie 
have been invited to join the panel, but that it was not yet complete. 


The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland decided in June, 196C, 
to appoint a committee to prepare for talks on church unity with the 
Church of England, the Presbyterian Church of England and the Episcopal 
Church of scotland. 


Points under consideration by the Church of Scotland panel include 
thesmeaning of unity as distinct from uniformity in church order; the 


meaning of "validity" as applied to ministerial orders; the doctrine of 
Holy Communion; and the meaning of "the Apostolic Succession" as related 
to all these matters. EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Union Adopts Resolution on Angola Crisis 


(London) - The Portuguese Government has been called upon to exercise 
restraint in its suppression of a revolt in Angola which has already 
claimed the lives of at least 500 Huropeans and thousands of Africans. 


The appeal was made in a resolution adopted unanimously at the annual 
assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland after the Rev. 
Clifford J. Parsons, associate foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, charged that the Portuguese had instigated merciless reprisals 
against rebellious Africans in recent weeks. (See HPS No. 16. 


Maintaining that the present uprising of the African population "is 
largely due to the lack of justice and charity in relationships between 
the races", the resolution expressed appreciation for the pastoral letter 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy of Angola which drew attention "to the 
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existence of serious social injustices and to legitimate aspirations of 
Africans". 


The Baptist Union registered its own "grave disquiet at the reports 
of large-scale terrorism by the armed European community, involving the 
deaths of many thousands of Africans", and appealed to authorities to 
"exercise restraint, lest all hope of reconciliation be destroyed". 


In urging adoption of the resolution, Mr. Parsons said he hoped such 
a statement would encourage "Portugal to rectify the wrongs of 500 years". 


Mr. Parsons, having just returned from Angola, reported that 
"censored press reports" had given only one side of the story regarding 
the revolt. 


In the past, he said, African Christians had urged missionaries to 
refrain from openly censuring authorities for permitting oppression. 
Finally, the African Christians! patience ran out and they attacked 
Portuguese settlements, killing women and children, he said. 


"Reprisals on an even greater scale followed from the Portuguese", 
he said. "Thousands of coloured people have been slaughtered or muti- 
lated. Hach night, the Portuguese secret police have broken into houses 
and dragged Africans into the streets where they were shot". 


Rejecting the charge that Protestant missions were responsible for 
the revolt, Mr. Parsons said this was true only insofar as the missionaries 
had in their teaching emphasized the dignity and worth of man in the sight 
of God. EPS, Geneva 


Nehru Asks Fair Treatment of Religious Minorities 


(Bhopal, India) - Prime Minister Jawayjaral Nehru has appealed to Hindus 
for fair treatment of Christians, Moslems and other minority religious 
groups in India. 


"Christians are as much Indians as anyone else", he told a recent 
public meeting in this city. "They must have full opportunity. Les 
the Hindus! responsibility to look after them and to create a climate of 
confidence among them. tims theisidnuty, «national and morals) su .anu 
assure minorities equal treatment. The minorities are our own people." 


It was seven years ago in this capital city of Madhya Pradesh that a 
committee was appointed by the state government to investigate a charge 
that Christian missionaries were carrying on anti-Indian activities. 

The committee issued a report in 1956 which recommended that the "large 
influx" of foreign missionaries be checked as "undesirable" and that 
properties of foreign mission bodies be turned over to national churches 
or holding bodies, or to an international holding body. The report was 
ignored, apparently on the advice of the national government, but fron 
time %0 timo charges continue to be made in the area against Christians. 
BPS, Geneva 


CMS Plans Massive Recruitment Drive 


(London) - The Church Missionary Society has agreed to launch a missionary 
recruitment campaign on "a scale never before attempted". 
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At its annual meeting here, the Anglican missionary body voted to 
begin immediately to recruit and train 159 men and women over the usual 
intake of workers during the next five years for urgent work overseas. 


A resolution adopted by the society indicated that it was taking this 
action because it was "deeply concerned" that present commitments in some 
of the 52 Anglican dioceses of Africa and the East which it serves "are 
not being met for lack of missionaries", The resolution noted that 
workers trained and sent under its auspices "continue to be desired and 
welcomed'in these areas. 


However, Canon M.A.C. Warren, CMS general secretary, made it clear 
that, in its recruitment campaign, the society was not asking for "150 
anybodies", He said that individuals possessing only the highest stan- 
dards would be accepted, even if it meant that 98 percent of those who 
offered their services had to be redirected to work out their Christian 
vocations at home. 


Protesting against "ecclesiastical globetrotters" who return home to 
criticize Christian missions after spending only a little time visiting 
missionaries in various countries, Canon Warren added: 


"Having regard to the current fashion in some church and ecumenical 
circles of suggesting that the day of the missionary is over, or of at 
least insisting that he must be camouflaged under some designedly innoc- 
uous title, it was interesting to find that this supposedly unwanted 


anachronism was everywhere in demand in as great numbers as ever. The 
current mood of defeatism about missions, wherever it is found, is un- 
warranted by the facts." HPS, Geneva 


Official Says Hast Germany Will Not Bar Kirchentag Travel 


(Berlin) - The East German Government has indicated that it will not 
prevent its citizens from attending the 1lOth biennial Kirchentag - or 
German Church Day Congress - to be held here in July. 


Hans Seigewasser, Bast German secretary of state for church affairs, 
said further it was not in his government!s interest to "make difficulties" 
for West Germans in transit to Berlin. 


However, Mr. Seigewasser made it clear that the government "could not 
promise any form of help" to Hast German Protestants wishing to attend the 
congress. 


He also emphasized that it would not be possible for church members 
from both zones to hold joint meetings in Hast Germany, and that the 
government will make certain that "existing traffic regulations (are) 
strictly observed" so that such encounters are avoided. 


Mr. Seigewasser's remarks appeared in the West German religious news-— 
paper, Evangelisches Gemeindeblatt fir Wurttemberg. Asked whether Hast 
German Protestant journals would be permitted to print reports about the 
Kirchentag sessions, he said: "We cannot say today what we shall do in 
oy: 


Meanwhile, it was reported that some 200,000 persons from West 
Germany and abroad have already indicated that they will attend all of the 
Kirchentag meetings. The preparatory committee has therefore appealed to 
church members in Berlin to provide as much free accommodation as possible. 
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The Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union has also sent a 
request to the leaders of its affiliated churches throughout Germany to 
give their entire support in preparing for the congress. EPS, Geneva. 


Dr. Malik Urges Support of Asian Colleges 


(New York) - Dr. Charles Malik, former president of the United Nations 
General Assembly, has told an audience in New York that the challenge 
facing higher education in Asia today is the question of whether it: shall 
oe fc ip and @ontimie to exist at all, 


"At this crucial moment in history I am ait for passing to the offensive 
in every field", he declared. "This is not the time for any cowardice or 
apology in matters intellectual and spiritual." 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the United Board for Christian Higher 
Education, Dr. Malik, who is now a professor at the American University, 
Washington, D.C., said that those who believe in such education should 
"multiply their efforts by a factor of five". and "never yield an inch". 


"Higher education", Dr, Malik said, "28 training in theory for iteeou 
Sak6,-.. regardless of its social, economic or personal utility ,... cHanene 
people not just. to live, but to see the deepest truth". 


"What is needed, is men of vision and conviction. Such men must be 
sought and loved and protected as the apple of the eye. They are rare as 
rubies. They should be given all the spiritual fellowship they need." 


The United Board supports six institutions located in Hong Kong, 
Formosa, Korea, the Philippines and Indonesia, where there are two. nia 
all they enroll approximately 8,000 students of whom about half are 
Ghgts tana. Budget for the colleges this year is $660,000. Support is 
given by 15 US Protestant mission boards, US céllege alumni gSroups, 
foundations, corporavions and individuals. EPS, Geneva 


New Forms of Ministry Urged by French Reformed Synod 


(Valence) ~ Creation of a full-time ministry of deacons working in social 
service in the French Reformed Church has been recommended by its National 
Synod. ' 


The recommendation came-in adoption of a report calling for the 
development of new forms of the ministry and new patterns of local church 
—sstructure to meet the changing needs of modern man. 


it, Said that cthe ministry of social work should include both» eleray 
and laity and that special liturgies for their ordination and installation 
respectively, should be developed, The Synod also set up a special 
commission to promote and coordinate other experiments in new forms of the 
ministry. 


In another action at its three-day annual meeting the Synod expressed 
unanimous appreciation of the joint studies undertaken by the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches of France and Alsace-Lorraine with a view to the cevelop- 
ment of a joint liturgy for the consecration or ordination of pastors. 

The study was described as "a first step towards uniting the churches into 
a Single ‘United Evangelical Church'". EPS, Geneva 
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The Protestant Student Movezent in Germany has issued an urgent 
appeal for support of 116 young Algerians, who are studying in the German 
Federal Republic. Official state support cannot be granted to them for 


political reasons. 
x * 


An illustrated encyclopaedia of the Bible, in pocket-edition, has 
been published in the Netherlands. The introduction explains that the 
purpose of this 300-page reference-book is to help both Christians and non- 
Christians to understand the Bible better. 


* * * 


The Central Church Council of the Dutch Reformed Church (Hervormde 
Kerk) has protested against the insistence on "Aryan" certificates of 
baptism which visitors to Israel must present in Jordan. It has urged 
all churches to stop issuing such certificates, on the grounds that the 


OLrammance as abuL—oeml bikC. 
K.  % 


The Synod of the Reformed Church of the Canton of Zurich has approved | 
plans for an international Protestant broadcasting station in Switzerland. 
It has asked the Federation of the Protestant Churches of Switzerland to 
help support the-project. 

; *¥ * * 


Dr. R. Norris Wilson, former executive director of Church World 
Service (USA), has been named to launch a new series of "paper-back" theo- 
logical books, to be published by Pilgrim Press, of the Congregational 
Christian Churches. The Rev. Dr. Truman B. Douglass, executive vise- 
president of the Board, said Dr. Wilson would edit a series of books ~ 
presenting "theological issues in non-theological language in the context 
relevant to life in the 1960's, The series is intended for use in 
adult discussion groups. 

x * at 

Dr. Billy Graham, the American evangelist, is returning.to: Glasgow 
after six years for a rally on June 24. An attendance of 80,000 is 
anticipated. 

* *% 


Membership in sects in Germany is on the increase according to Dr, 
Kurt Hutten, a senior official of the “vangelical Church of Wuertemberg 
and an authority on the subject. Dr. Hutten has reported that the 65 
recognized sects in Germany now claim a membership of some 900,000 as 
compared with 700,000 in 1957. Of the 65, 35 are of German origin while 
the remainder are "imported" from abroad, including 18 from the USA. The 


strongest is the New Apostolic Church, with 500,000 adherents, an increase 


of 130,000 over the past four years. 


* * * 


Queen Jlizabeth of ingland and her husband Prince Philip had a.25 


minute private audience last week with Pope John XXIII. It was the first. 
audience in 38 years between a Pope and a British sovereign who is 
"Supreme Governor" of the Church of Tingland,. Speaking in french, the Pope 


told the Queen that relations between Britain and the Vatican have been 


"rich with comforting promises for development of good understanding and 
regiprocaliriendship', EPS, Geneva 


